English Episode 267 


1. Scene 1 (VAW 21.18)

2. Location:
Int. Police station. Jail cell.
3. B/G SFX:
Murmurs in the background.

4. Afande Ali, JB.

5. SFX:
A HARD METAL DOOR OPENS. 
6. ALI:
(CLOSE TO MIC) JB, come out.

7. JB:
(MOVING TOWARDS MIC) Afande Ali, where have you been all along?

8. ALI:
I have just been informed that you were in custody.

9. SFX:
A HARD METAL DOOR CLOSES.

10. ALI:
Tell me. What’s going on? 

11. JB:
(ON MIC) I’ve been locked up for days but they still haven’t charged me.

12. ALI:
I heard the story. 
13. JB:
(INDIGNANT) They should have arrested him, not me! 
14. ALI:
Who?

15. JB:
Judas… my uncle. I wish I’d actually killed him, then I’d be in jail for a reason!
16. ALI:
All right, okay, take it easy, JB! Let me hear the story.  

17. JB:
Of my uncle… that piece of… that dog?! 

18. ALI:
Listen, JB, it is not helping me if you don’t calm down and tell me what happened. Just give me the facts. 

19. JB:
Judas is a dog. Fact. 

20. ALI:
I’ll leave you here then – since you don’t want to talk sense. 

21. JB:
No, wait. I’ll tell you!

22. ALI:
Right.

23. JB:
When my father died, his brother, Judas, came to help us with the burial. But then he stayed. We didn’t ask him…
24. ALI:
Ok… so he stayed. To help. 
25. JB:
Not to help. I can help my mother. We don’t need his help. He is married with children…! Let him go and help his family. Afande Ali, that guy stayed so he could steal from us.  

26. ALI:
Explain yourself.
27. JB:
Just before he died, my father told me that I must run the quarry. Before he died, my father and I were working on a big sand order. After the burial, my uncle was just about to leave when he heard about the deal. He realized then that the quarry was making money, and that is when he decided to stay.  
28. ALI:
He stayed because he wanted to reap the fruits of your father’s business? 
29. JB:
Yes! Exactly! He stayed – and he thought he could take over everything, the business, our home… including my mother! 
30. ALI:
You mean he wants to take on your mother as a second wife?
31. JB:
Yes. One night I woke up to screams. My mother was screaming in her bedroom. I went in and found him… 
32. ALI:
And your mother? 
33. JB:
She didn’t want him. But he kept forcing, until he even slapped her. We came here and reported to the police but they sent us away claiming that it was a family matter.

34. ALI:
This is a serious matter.  It seems the police officer who attended to you was ignorant about the new law.

35. JB:
Which law is that?

36. ALI:
It is called the Domestic Violence Act. It deals with violence in homes. It gives any woman rights to get protection and justice after violence.

37. JB:
What! But how come no one bothered to tell us about such a law?

38. ALI:
Just like I said, most of our officers are ignorant about the law. In fact I’m the only one who has been trained about it.

39. JB:
 We came here for help and we got no help – and now it is worse. I don’t know how my mother…
40. ALI:
(FEELING EMPATHY) I’m going to help you, JB. The law says your mother has a right to be protected. According to the DV Act, a woman who has been abused by her husband or partner is entitled to protection.

41. JB:
But he is not her husband. He is claiming to take my father’s place. 
42. ALI:
Well, he is in your family…living in your house. So, it is domestic violence.
43. JB:
And what about rape?

44. ALI:
(SHOCKED) He raped her?
45. JB:
I told you!  Judas raped my mother. 
46. ALI:
Did you report this to the police?

47. JB:
My mother ran to the market. Judas followed here there. When I got there, I couldn’t help it… I wanted to kill that bastard… and the police officer arrested me… 
48. ALI:
Hmm. I see. 
49. JB:
I punched the police officer, Afande Ali… by mistake. He was in the way…
50. ALI:
That was not good. You can’t solve violence with violence.

51. JB:
You need to help my mother. I am here. And she is home. I don’t know what may have happened in my absence. 
52. ALI:
You are free to go home, JB.

53. JB:
Am I? 
54. ALI:
I will explain your case to the OC, JB.

55. JB:
Thank you so much, Afande Ali.

56. ALI:
But, JB, you must curb that temper of yours or you will end up here again.   Do you understand?

57. JB:
Okay…

58. ALI:
Don’t go taking the law into your own hands… I will follow up your case and come home to check on you.

59. CONTROL:
Ali

60. BC POINT:
Contemplation

61. END

62. Scene 2 (PMTCT 21.15)

63. Location:
Ext. Fishing site.

64. B/G SFX:
Water waves.

65. Steve, John, Deo, Stamina.

66. SFX:
SOUNDS OF NAILS BEING FIXED IN A PIECE OF WOOD.

67. STEVE:
(CLOSE TO MIC) That should fix the boat.
68. JOHN:
(CLOSE TO MIC) I’m sure it does, but I think we should add some wood glue. Look at the sky again! Maybe you’ll go alone today. I am not ready to get a fever from all this rain.  
69. STEVE:
Neither am I! No fishing today… I will spend my day visiting my debtors. But we could lay the nets at night.

70. JOHN:
Sure, if it doesn’t rain again at night. Uhsh! These storms! eh, everyone is suffering with these storms, I tell you. My brother’s beehives were swept away. So was his garden and he has a big family to feed.
71. STEVE:
Your brother is not alone. My mother lost most of her vegetables. I also have a big family to feed.

72. JOHN:
Well, Kenneth now has four small ones. He just added two more children, those orphans of Goretti’s sister…poor kids.  

73. STEVE:
Seems I’m in the same boat as your brother.  Blessing is expecting a baby any time and now I have Deo’s wife and children at my place to look after.

74. JOHN:
Deo, Deo! (SIGHS) Whatever happened to that man! I heard he picked that woman from the truck stop.  

75. STEVE:
Stamina… eh… she is famous.   And she is now at his home and is the one who chased away his kids!
76. JOHN:
Shocking! But it’s good you have taken them into your family. You’ve grown up, Steve…(SEEING DEO) Oh no… Speak of the devil and he shows up!

77. STEVE:
Who?

78. JOHN:
Ate who? Deo

79. STEVE:
The idiot! (JEER, ALMOST WHISPERS) And with him, the daughter of Satan herself. Stamina! What kind of name is Stamina? 
80. JOHN:
(WHISPERS) Shut up! 
81. DEO:
(MOVING TOWARDS MIC) Hello John. Steve, I want to hire your boat. I want to take my sweetheart for a ride on the calm waters.

82. STAMINA:
(GIGGLES) 
83. STEVE:
We can’t hire you our boat. Try someone else.

84. DEO:
So you don’t want money.
85. STEVE:
(ANGRY) You are here wasting money yet your wife and children are at my place with nothing to eat.

86. DEO:
Hey, hey, hey… Please don’t spoil my morning with such nonsense. And tell Peace to come and pick up her stuff from my place. They are congesting my home.

87. STEVE:
You better stop wasting time with your side dish and take care of your pregnant wife.

88. DEO:
(SURPRISED)  Peace pregnant!?  (LAUGHS HUMOURLESSLY)  I should have known…and who are you,  Steve to lecture me about side dishes! 
89. STEVE:
Go away, Deo! 
90. DEO:
(LAUGHS) Look at you. You are probably the one who made my wife pregnant just like you did to Rebecca.

91. STAMINA:
Honey, you called her your wife?

92. DEO:
Forgive me, sweetheart. It was a slip of the tongue. You are now my wife and nothing will separate us. (HE PECKS HER) 

93. STEVE:
I don’t know why God allowed me to meet such people like you in my life.

94. JOHN:
Steve, calm down. There is no point trying to talk sense with a nonsense guy.

95. DEO:
John, leave him, he is just jealous because I have a beautiful woman.

96. STEVE:
I can never be jealous of you.

97. DEO:
Sweetheart, let’s go and enjoy ourselves from the beach. This stupid guy doesn’t want our money.

98. STEVE:
(SHOUTING) Go, I don’t know why you even came here.

99. DEO:
(MOVING AWAY FROM MIC, THREATENING) Be careful about the way you talk to me….I have things to tell your Blessing… 
100. END

101. CONTROL:
Steve 

102. END

103. Scene 3( FP 21.16)

104. Location:
Int. Health centre.

105. B/G SFX:
Voices of men and women, an accessional cry of babies. 

106. Goretti, Zac
107. SFX:
BABY CRYING.

108. ZAC:
(APPROACHING THE MIC) Oh, Goretti, Why are carrying all these bags and the flask?

109. GORETTI:
All is not well, Mzee Zac.

110. ZAC:
(CONCERNED) What happened? Did you sleep in the health centre?

111. GORETTI:
Yes, the children are sick.

112. ZAC:
So the boy’s condition worsened?

113. GORETTI:
Yes.  Brian is on drip in the ward.

114. ZAC:
He will get good treatment. And kids recover quickly.
115. GORETTI:
I’m sure of that. The doctor has been checking on him from time to time.

116. ZAC:
What about the rest of the children?

117. GORETTI:
Not as bad as Brian. Getting better…

118. ZAC:
They were treated as well?

119. GORETTI:
Yes. Kenneth took them back home. 

120. ZAC:
But Goretti if I may ask, do these children sleep under a treated mosquito net?

121. GORETTI:
(HESISTATE)
 I got one when I came for antenatal.

122. ZAC:
You should think about buying more. The children must sleep under mosquito nets.

123. GORETTI:
I know. But money is the problem.

124. ZAC:
Well, it is much cheaper to buy a mosquito net than treating malaria. You and your husband Kenneth must do your best to buy them. 

125. GORETTI:
Maybe in future.   All our food was destroyed by the rain. His hives are no more, and all the money that Kenneth gets, we use it to buy food.

126. ZAC:
Then tell Kenneth to come for food at the community hall. There is an organization that is going to distribute food there.

127. GORETTI:
Isn’t it expensive?

128. ZAC:
No, it’s free of charge.

129. GORETTI:
(HAPPY)  That will be very helpful.

130. ZAC:
It’s for the entire village. I will come by and tell you when they will be coming. 

131. GORETTI:
I will let Kenneth know about it.

132. END

133. CONTROL:
Zac 

134. END

135. Scene 4
 (PMTCT 21.16)

136. Location:
Int. Steve’s home.

137. B/G SFX:
Cows mooing.

138. Steve, Blessing, Mama Steve.
139. STEVE:
(ON MIC) Mother, for how long are Peace and her children going to stay here?

140. MAMA STEVE:
(ON MIC) I don’t know. Until they can sort things out at home with Deo, I suppose.  

141. STEVE:
And when is that? Deo is sorting nothing out. I saw him by the beach with his new woman. She is already settled at home there. He told me he is finished with Peace and the children. 

142. MAMA STEVE:
That man! 

143. STEVE:
I don’t honestly see why we should take on his problems. 

144. MAMA STEVE:
If you mean Peace and the girls, they are hardly problems, Steve. I am quite happy for Peace to stay with me until she can decide what she is going to do. She is pregnant. 

145. STEVE:
And Blessing? Blessing is also pregnant! 

146. BLESSING:
(MOVING TOWARDS MIC) Do I hear my name being mentioned in anger?

147. STEVE:
Not in anger, my dear.  I was just saying, now we have Peace staying and she is pregnant, and her daughters… and when will they find somewhere else to stay?

148. MAMA STEVE:
They are staying with me. It is fine. 

149. STEVE:
But I have to hunt food. You know times are tough. Should I look after Deo’s interests. It’s just the same as if Deo took money from my pocket.  

150. MAMA STEVE:
Come on, Steve. Peace is going through a hard time now. Where will she go? 

151. STEVE:
Mother, it’s not that I’m chasing her away but Blessing is about to give birth any time! 

152. BLESSING:
It’s true. But we can’t throw her out, my dear. 

153. STEVE:
She stayed with Deo all this time, so why now?  

154. MAMA STEVE:
She can’t go back to him. He will kill her. 

155. STEVE:
(SIGHS) I know. But is it my problem?

156. BLESSING:
Steve! You know very well that Deo is always beating Peace. And she is pregnant! If not for Peace herself, then for the baby in her belly she needs to be protected from the fists of that maniac!

157. STEVE:
She should be reporting to the police instead of seeking refuge here.

158. BLESSING:
Police, ha! What are they going to do? They don’t help a woman who is being abused! 

159. MAMA STEVE:
Blessing is right! The police just watch! You heard what happened to Mama JB in the market! Her late husband’s brother beat her in full view of everybody – and who was arrested! It was JB, her son, who got arrested for trying to protect his mother! Ha!

160. STEVE:
All I am saying is: let Peace go to her parents.

161. MAMA STEVE:
(FIRM) Peace needs to be near the health centre. And that is that. She will stay here with me. 

162. BLESSING:
Look, I have been planning to get someone to help with my ghee making business and I think Peace can help.

163. MAMA STEVE:
Good idea. Blessing can do with Peace’s help.  

164. STEVE:
Okay, she can stay…only if she is going to be helpful. I don’t want any trouble from Deo.

165. BLESSING:
Steve, thank you for being understanding.

166. MAMA STEVE:
Good, that’s my son talking.

167. STEVE:
Blessing, I have talked to the neighbor, he will help to drive us to the hospital when your labour pains begin.

168. MAMA STEVE:
(HAPPY) I can’t wait to carry my other grandchild

169. CONTROL:
Mama Steve

170. END

171. Scene 5 (SMC 21.18)

172. Location:
Ext. Football pitch.

173. B/G SFX:
Chanting voices of excited people.

174. Vincent, Coach Tito, Robert, Ofwono, Blazio
175. SFX:
CHANTING FROM ROCKPOINT FC FANS. “WE GO, RPFC,WE GO”
176. TITO:
(ON MIC) Boys! All of you come here. 

177. CROWD:
(SINGING) We go, we go. RPFC we go!
178. FADE OFF.

179. TITO:
Blazio, I liked the way you defended. You are becoming one of the best players in this league.

180. BLAZIO:
Thanks, Coach.

181. TITO:
Yes, all of you did well today. I’m happy that we are now at the top of the table.

182. VINCENT:
Blazio, what is the secret behind your superb playing today?

183. BLAZIO:
(WITH A SWAG) There is no magic, I have always been a good player.

184. VINCENT:
I didn’t think you would be this good so soon after your operation.

185. TITO:
Blazio, which operation is Vincent talking about? 

186. BLAZIO:
I was circumcised.

187. TITO:
When?

188. BLAZIO:
10 days ago. 

189. TITO:
(CONCERNED, SURPRISED) And the doctor said you could play so soon afterwards?

190. BLAZIO:
Sure.  It was only a circumcision, Coach!   

191. ROBERT:
(TEASING) Now I know why you defended better today.

192. VINCENT:
That is why he was running with his legs wide apart
193. ALL:
LAUGH.

194. OFWONO:
Blazio, you looked lighter; I am getting cut too!
195. BLAZIO:
Guys, you can laugh now but I will have the last laugh.

196. OFWONO:
What is that supposed to mean?

197. BLAZIO:
First of all, I have just reduced my chances of getting HIV by 60% and secondly, the ladies prefer men who are cut. And, third, I am cleaner now than any of you!

198. TITO:
I think all of us need to pay attention to what Blazio is saying.

199. OFWONO:
Coach, Blazio could be telling lies to us.

200. VINCENT:
Guys, it’s true he circumcised. I saw him when he had just come from the health centre.

201. BLAZIO:
There is only one set back.

202. VINCENT:
And what is that?

203. BLAZIO:
I have to wait for 6 weeks before I can have sex again. 

204. VINCENT:
Man, that’s a long time.

205. BLAZIO:
Yeah… But I have nothing to worry about because the girls are waiting for me.

206. OFWONO:
Who said that they are waiting for you?

207. VINCENT:
Blazio stop dreaming, we are enjoying them.

208. ALL:
LAUGH.

209. OFWONO:
So from now on, no condoms, eh Blazio?

210. BLAZIO:
No…condoms are still a must. Circumcision only reduces the chance of getting HIV by 60 %.  And it does nothing to prevent pregnancy.

211. VINCENT:
Man, you are one brave man, Blazio.

212. BLAZIO:

(LAUGHING)  Not brave, just wise! 

213. VINCENT:
Get out of here, Blazio!

214. ROBERT:
Vincent, we have to go.

215. VINCENT:
(MOVING AWAY FROM MIC) Then let’s get going.

216. ROBERT:
(SLIGHTLY AWAY FROM MIC) Rita lied to me. She said she would be here for the match.

217. VINCENT:
Robert, what’s up between you and Rita? I hope you are not falling for her.

218. ROBERT:
No. Just friend.

219. VINCENT:
Be careful, my friend…
220. BC POINT:
Contemplation.
221. CONTROL:
BLAZIO
222. END

223. Scene 6 (FP 21.17)

224. Location:
Int. Kenneth’s home.

225. B/G SFX:
Quiet room. Evening
226. KENNETH, GORETTI

227. NOTE:
KIDS ARE PLAYING IN THE BACKGROUND

228. KENNETH:
(MOVING TOWARDS MIC) Oh, Goretti you’re back?

229. GORETTI:
(CLOSE TO MIC) Yes, I am. They said I could take Brian home. But Sister Aisha told me to take him back after a week.

230. KENNETH:
He looks much better. 
231. GORETTI:
I know… Brian is strong. Have the children had something to eat?

232. KENNETH:
They had porridge and potatoes this morning. 
233. GORETTI:

Was it the same food you sent me at the Health Center? 

234. KENNETH:
Yeah, why?

235. GORETTI:
(LAUGHS) That was terrible food. You should really learn how to cook.
236. KENNETH:
Now you are laughing at me. Anyway, I had to run to the shops to buy this posho and… and beans. 
237. GORETTI:
Thank you, my dear. 
238. SFX:
THE CHILDREN WHO’VE BEEN PLAYING NOW LAUGH

239. GORETTI:
What are they laughing about?  (SHORT PAUSE AS SHE WATCHES THEM PLAY)  You can see that they are all well. They are fine, Kenneth, our children are all fine.
240. KENNETH:
For now!

241. GORETTI:
Stop worrying Kenneth. We’ll be fine. By the way, I bumped into Mzee Zac at the health centre.

242. KENNETH:
Okay. And… 

243. GORETTI:
He is happy that you are caring for Brian and Ivan as your own.

244. KENNETH:
I still I want a son of my own, Goretti. (USES WEAK TONE) But I will do my best to raise these too.
245. GORETTI:
You are a good man, Kenneth.  I thank you…
246. KENNETH:
(ROMANTIC TONE) And you are a very good wife, Goretti. 
247. GORETTI:
(CLOSER TO MIC, ROMANTIC) Kenneth….  
248. KENNETH:
I wonder where I’m going to get the money to sort out our problems.

249. GORETTI:
Eh… by the way, Mzee Zac said that they will be distributing free food at the community hall soon.

250. KENNETH:
Free food? 
251. GORETTI:
Yes. Mzee Zac said that some organization is going to provide free food for everyone in Rock Point who is suffering.
252. KENNETH:
Okay.

253. GORETTI:
What? Are you not interested? 
254. KENNETH:
I don’t know. I don’t think I want to get associated with free things.

255. GORETTI:
Why not, Kenneth?

256. KENNETH:
Lining up for free food?  We are not beggars!
257. GORETTI:
Kenneth, everyone will be there.

258. KENNETH:
We are not like everyone.   I have worked for everything this family has.  How can we line up for food? 
259. GORETTI:
An extra plate wouldn’t hurt. Kenneth, we need this food. 
260. KENNETH:
I know…

261. GORETTI:
Kenneth, you are a hero who rescued all those people from the bus crash!!  They know you have taken in the 2 boys…

262. KENNETH:
We shall see, Goretti…

263. GORETTI:
I can go, if you cannot, Kenneth.

264. KENNETH:
(ACCEPTING THE SITUATION RELUCTANTLY) No. No, Goretti.  I will go. 
265. GORETTI:
Thank you, my dear.
266. CONTROL:
Goretti 

267. BC POINT:
Contemplation 

268. END

269. Scene 7 (SMC 21.19) 

270. Location:
Ext. Street

271. B/G SFX:
Boda boda, bicycle bells
272. Vincent, Irene.

273. IRENE:
(ON MIC) SOBBING QUIETLY

274. VINCENT:
(ON MIC, SPEAKING SO OTHERS WILL NOT HEAR) Irene, please stop this. Crying will not change what happened.

275. IRENE:
(SPEAKING SO OTHERS WILL NOT HEAR) You are saying that, Vincent, because it’s not you who is pregnant.

276. VINCENT:
I’m also as scared as you.

277. IRENE:
(CRYING MORE) I don’t know how I’m going to explain this to my mother.

278. VINCENT:
Irene, we are on the street and people will notice that something is wrong. 
279. IRENE:
It’s your fault you shouldn’t have pushed me to sleep with you.

280. VINCENT:
I’m sorry my dear but I thought you wanted to do it.

281. IRENE:
I said to use a condom…. 

282. VINCENT:
I don’t know what happened…

283. IRENE:
I’m finished.

284. VINCENT:
You are not. It was an accident.

285. IRENE:
This mistake of yours has messed up my whole future. I’m the leader of the peer educators group at school. How can I face them ever again if they find out that I’m pregnant?

286. VINCENT:
We are not sure yet that you are pregnant.

287. IRENE:
I’m pregnant. We have just had unprotected sex.

288. VINCENT:

Then let’s go and get emergency pills.

289. IRENE:

What are those? I can’t take them!

290. VINCENT:
They are pills you can buy that will stop you from getting pregnant.  The girls on campus use them.

291. IRENE:

I can’t go buy those. What if I am seen? 

292. VINCENT:

I can buy them for you.

293. IRENE:
No!! I can’t take them!

294. VINCENT:
Please try them. I also don’t want you to get pregnant.

295. IRENE:
(SCREAMING) I can’t take any pills!!! 

296. VINCENT:
(WHISPERING) People can hear you. 

297. IRENE:
Oh, Vincent, what am I going to do?
298. VINCENT:
We don’t know for sure, Irene. I tried to pull out.

299. IRENE:
Vincent, stop finding excuses. You have just messed up my life. (CRYIING MORE) You could even have HIV.

300. VINCENT:
Irene, you can’t believe that. I don’t have HIV.

301. IRENE:
Okay when did you last test for HIV?

302. VINCENT:
(HESITANT) I have not tested.

303. IRENE:
You see? Vincent you have killed me.

304. VINCENT:
And you… have you tested?

305. IRENE:
No

306. VINCENT:
Oh, my God. Stop thinking of only yourself. We are in the same boat.
307. IRENE:
How can you say that?  You are my first…I told you that…
308. VINCENT:
You will be fine. 

309. IRENE:
That’s the best you can say? (MOVING WAY FROM MIC) Leave me alone. I don’t want to see you again.

310. VINCENT:
Irene…Irene. Please come back. Don’t tell anyone about this.

311. IRENE:
(AWAY FROM MIC) I have said leave me alone.

312. VINCENT:
Please you shouldn’t cause me problems, you know I love you.

313. IRENE:
(EXITING) Don’t follow me.

314. VINCENT: 
Irene!

315. END
316. CONTROL:
Irene 

317. END
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